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A High Energy  
Woman to Watch.

McDonald Carano Wilson congratulates Kathleen 
Drakulich for her recognition as one of the 2011 
Women to Watch.

For nearly two decades, Kathleen Drakulich has 
remained at the center of the energy industry in 
Nevada. She has been instrumental in fostering 
energy independence for our state through the 
development of Nevada’s energy, renewable energy 
and transmission resources. An appointee to Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid’s Blue Ribbon Panel on 
Renewable Energy, Drakulich continues her work 
in 2011 developing critical energy policy and 
legislation. Through her proactive approach, she 
facilitates the development of new energy resources 
for our State, which provides the people of Nevada 
a better quality of life. Congratulations, Kathleen, on 
this honor. 

Kathleen Drakulich
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J
ackie DiAsio knows that home 
is indeed where the heart is 
for many seniors. That’s why 
she works to keep them there 
as long as possible.

The owner of Visiting An-
gels, a valley senior home 

care agency with some 450 clients and 
growing, spent the first 23 years of her 
career in the nursing home field in 
Ohio. When she moved to Las Vegas in 
2000, she wanted to keep working with 
seniors, but also hoped to do things a 
little differently.

“In this line of work, what is most dear 
to my heart is seeing them able to stay in 

their own home. To be able to offer that to 
them is priceless,” she said.

After purchasing the Visiting Angels 
franchise from its previous owners in 
early 2010, where she had been an opera-
tions manager since 2006, DiAsio, along 
with her husband, Michael DiAsio, have 
grown the business by 40 percent. Today, 
the company has 160 caregivers who offer 
everything from errand running to meal 
preparation, light housekeeping and oth-
er assistance for daily life activities. 

Visiting Angels recently added a Sum-
merlin satellite offi ce in addition to its 
Green Valley location. The goal for the 
coming year will be to make that satellite 

offi ce a fully staffed location.
Owning her own company is a life-long 

dream come true for DiAsio. Her passion 
for working with seniors started early in 
life. At 16, she became a certifi ed nursing 
assistant at a hospital and immediately 
became interested in senior care. She 
quickly learned of the valuable teachings 
seniors are more than will to pass on to 
anyone with a ready ear.

“I love talking to them, hearing their 
stories. I hope that this is around when 
I’m 80 or 90 so I can remain in my home 
and have a caregiver I can share all my 
stories with,” she said.

— Brian Sodoma

Jackie DiAsio Co-owner and Administrator, Visiting Angels

C alling the valley home for 
the past 17 years, the develop-
ment arena has been good to 
Sallie Doebler. This year, she’ll 
be giving a lot back to it.

Doebler’s path to commercial real estate 
industry success seems a bit unconvention-
al. When she fi rst arrived in the valley, she 
was in the furniture rental business. The 
opportunity allowed her to build her devel-
opment industry contacts in a “non-com-
petitive” environment, she says. From there 
she enjoyed a successful career of helping 
construction companies grow their Las 
Vegas business, most recently with United 
Construction of Reno. 

But this year, as only the second female 
president in the NAIOP Southern Nevada 
chapter’s 30-plus year history, she’ll be do-
ing her best to prop back up an industry 
badly-beaten by the current recession.

Doebler, also the president and founder 
of Business Source Nevada, a commercial 
real estate business development fi rm, 
knows all the vacancy stats by heart.”

For 2011, Doebler will be working closely 
with NAIOP’s government affairs team to 
track legislation that affects the industry.  
In the meantime, her company will also be 
working to help developers and contractors 
wade through the slow times.

“The industry will probably never come 
back to the way we saw it. But it will come 
back to a normal level. … At the end of the 
day you look at how you did business dur-
ing these tough times. It establishes who 
you are as a person,” she says.

— Brian Sodoma

Sallie 
Doebler 
2011 Chapter President, NAIOP 
Southern Nevada; Founder, 
Business Source Nevada
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